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A WOoRD ABOUT PEST SPECIES
(INVASIVE PLANTS)

South Florida gardens are relatively recent creations when compared to those
found in other parts of the country. Our region was sparsely populated until
the third decade of the twentieth century, with most growth occurring after
the Second World War to the present day. The region’s local climate and
soils have greater affinities with those of the Caribbean and Yucatan region
of Mexico than the rest of the U.S. Consequently, most garden plants were
considered novel and untested. Their suitability to local horticulture often took

decades to be decided.

South Florida’s garden plant palette can be considered mature. Species and
cultivars are widely recognized and are desirable and grow well. Others
have proven susceptible to pests and disease, or have qualities that facilitate
inexpensive nursery production, but are less desirable in garden plants.
Many plants that are widely available are those that grow rapidly, are easily
propagated, and often spread aggressively; qualities that can make them
difficult to manage or invasive in natural areas.

Some plants growing in the garden are considered pest species by the
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPC). Others are not listed, but are
invasive in the garden’s specific horticultural environment. Many were
intentionally planted, having considerable ornamental value. Some form

a significant portion of the garden’s exotic flora. Most of the pest species
pose a direct existential threat to the existing native species, including
irreplaceable Bald Cypresses and Southern Live Oaks. They also compete
with other exotic plantings, threatening to overwhelm them. Eradication
and replacement will take time and considerable resources. It is the primary
step toward protection and stewardship of the native flora, of insuring the
garden’s botanical stability, and of the ongoing improvement of the garden’s
display value for visitors.

Pest Plants at Pinecrest Gardens:

Assorted vining aroids Assorted unidentified vines

Impatiens sp. Caryota mitis

Cecropia peltata Ficus religiosa (not intentionally planted in Gardens)
Gonatopus boivinii Hylocereus undatus

Impatiens sp. Livistona chinensis

Ptychosperma elegans Schefflera actinophylla

Spathodea campanulata
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Horticulture Area Map Key

Parking Lot

Red Road and Killan Drive

Sensory Garden and Whilden-Carrier Cottage
Butterfly House,

Playground and Zoo

Nursery (Behind Swan Lake not on map)
Swan Lake

Lake Garden (Xeric)

Lakeview Terrace and Meadow Garden (Xeric)
10. Meadow

11. Colonnade/Aviary

12. Patio Garden

13. Banyan Tree

14. Banyan Bowl

15. Entrance

16. Tropical Hardwood Hammock

17. Splash ‘N Play

18. Lower Garden North

19. Lower Garden South

20. Pump House
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Zones have been slightly reconfigured to reflect
landscape commonality reflecting new names
instead of numbers for easy identification.
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STRATEGIC GOALS: EDUCATION

Build Stronger Relationships with Schools through Outreach Programs.

e Pinecrest School Partnerships
- Provide curriculum assistance and educational materials for students on STEM
and STEAM related topics
- Foster an understanding of stewardship and appreciation for the Earth
through lessons on a range of topics
- Align curriculum with Next Generation Sunshine State/ CPALMS standards

e Teachers Luncheons
- Continue to host luncheons throughout the year scheduled on Teacher Work
Days for teachers and officials of Pinecrest schools
- Foster more opportunities communication between community schools and
PTAs with the possibly of including other organizations like Scouts

e Creating Need-based, segmented Field trips
- Developing two-phase field trips, which include a scheduled classroom visit
from a member of the education department, as well as a corresponding field
trip to Pinecrest Gardens reinforcing classroom learning in an outdoor setting,
(bridging the gap between classroom and “real life” application in the fields of
both science and art)

e Other Outreach
- Pinecrest Gardens presence and involvement at community events such as
Miami-Dade College Community Out Reach Day, USDA Ag Center Research
Day, The Children’s Trust Fair, Tropical Girl Scouts of South FL Family Fun Day,
Senior Health Fair, All Kids Included Festival, etc to promote our mission
and programs

Build Daytime Visitation and Enhance the Visitor’s Experience Through the
Expansion of Scout Programs and Drop-in Programs
e Little Lizards
- The program is tailored to engage children ages 3-12 with art and science
activities.
- Explore and experiment with other drop-in programming for other age groups
or special needs children.

Through drop-in programs like these we are also able to promote our other
events and educational initiatives, as well as enhance the visitor experience
e Scout Programs
- Build on current Scout Badge Days to include Boy Scouts and other age
groups.
- Build on Scout Sleep Over programs to include Boy Scout events for a range
of age groups.
e Volunteer and Community Service
- Utilize Scout and educational initiatives to make available community
service opportunities thereby fostering a future volunteer force that Pinecrest
Gardens has not been successful growing in the past.
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2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

PARKING LOT

1. Remove
palms in or
near Ficus.

1.Thin weedy
trees along
back of
Colonnade.
2. Replant
with natives
and
non-invasive
exotics.

RED/KILLIAN

No action.

Initiate
Historic
Entrance
plantings
redesign
process.

Begin
planting.

Continue
planting.

Design
completion.

SENSORY
GARDEN/
WHILDEN-
CARRIER
COTTAGE

No action.

Initiate native
planting
design. Begin
planting.

Continue and
complete
native
planting.

BUTTERFLY/
PLAYGROUND
/200

1. Adjustment
of shade-
house plant-
ings,
$500 RP

Continue
adjustment of
shade-house
plantings.
Replacement
of animal
shelters and

paddock

expansion.

NURSERY

1. Trimming of
west driveway
Plantings.

Ongoing
trimming of
driveway
plantings.

Ongoing
trimming of
driveway
plantings.

Ongoing
trimming of
driveway
plantings.

Ongoing
trimming of
driveway
plantings.




2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

SWAN LAKE

1. Elimination
of invasive
vines and
trees,
$1,500 ER
2. Installation
of non-
invasive
barrier
plantings,
$3,100 RP
3. Elimination
of staples &
tree ties.

4 .Dredging of
lake sump.

1. Hydraulic
dredging of
lake sump.
Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.
Ongoing
barrier
planting.

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.
Ongoing
barrier
planting.

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.
Ongoing
barrier
planting.

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.
Ongoing
barrier
planting.

LAKE GARDEN

1. Removal,
burial, or
masking of
irrigation
components.
2. Terraces
realignment..
3. Planting
redesign.

1. Rebuilding
of planters.

LAKEVIEW

TERRACE/

MEADOW
GARDEN

1. Removal of
unnecessary
irrigation
components,
$6,860

2. Removal of
inappropriate
plantings.

3. Installation
of new
plantings,
$500 RP




AREA

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

MEADOW

Removal of
invasive vines
and frees,

$800 ER

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.

Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.

COLONNADE
/AVIARY

1. Removal of
invasive vines
and frees,
$800 ER

2. Canopy
pruning

to reduce
shading,
$800 TT

3. Additional
select croton
planting,
$500 RP

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

PATIO
GARDEN

1. Removal of
invasive vines
and frees,
$1,300 ER
2. Adjustment
of planting
selection to
better suit the
sub-canopy

environment,
$1,500 RP

1. Ongoing
invasive
species
removal.
2.Planting
adjustment.

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Ongoing
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

BANYAN
AREA

1. Removal of
staples and
constricting
ties.

2. Removal
and
replacement
of basal vine
plantings,
$1,500 RP

1. Ongoing
Banyan
treatment.

2. Completion
of planting
removals
re-plantings.

Ongoing
Banyan
treatment

Ongoing
Banyan
treatment

Ongoing
Banyan
treatment




201/-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
No action. 1. Pruning Ongoing
of tree planting.
canopy along
BANYAN walkways.
BOWL 2. Additional
planting of
shade tolerant
species.
1. Replanting
of beds with
ENTRANCE shorter, more
suitable
species,
$500 RP
1. Removal [Initiate Continue Completion
of invasives, |Caribbean Caribbean of Caribbean
$6,500 ER Garden Garden Garden
2. Tree redesign. redesign. redesign.
canopy
pruning,
TROPICAL  [$11290 TT
HARDWOOD |2 [Mhning,
HAMMOCK replanting, &
replacement
of exotics &
groundcovers,
$2,000 RP
4. Irrigation
adjustment
$12,690
Removal of Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing
invasive trees |invasive plant |invasive plant |invasive plant [invasive plant
and vines, removal. removal. removal. removal.
SPLASH ‘N [$800 TT

PLAY




2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

LOW
GARDENS
NORTH

1. Removal
of invasive
trees & vines,
$9,500 TT
2. Pruning of
tree canopy,
$6,000 TT
3. Selective
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

4. Hand
dredging

of ponds,
$1,300

5. Elimination

of Bay Snook.

1. Alligator
pit planting.
Ongoing
invasive plant
removals.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

Completion
of alligator
pit planting.
Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

LOW
GARDENS
SOUTH

1. Removal
of invasive
trees & vines,
$9,500 ER
2. Pruning of
tree canopy,
$6,000 TT
3. Selective
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

4. Hand
dredging

of ponds,
$1,300

1. Hand
dredging

of ponds,
$1300
Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning
of exotic
plantings.
Elimination of

Bay Snook.

Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

Ongoing
invasive plant
removal.
Ongoing
thinning

of exotic
plantings.

PUMP HOUSE

Invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Continue
invasive vine
and tree
removal.
Expansion

of paddock

ared.

Continue
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Continue
invasive vine
and tree
removal.

Continue
invasive vine
and tree
removal.










