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Hurricane
Preparation
Hurricane season runs from June 1 through
November 30. Making a hurricane plan ahead
of time and being prepared with vital supplies is
essential. Disaster kits and emergency supplies
such as batteries, flashlights, water and nonperishable food items should be ready prior to
hurricane season. Once a hurricane warning
is declared, preparations should focus on
securing your home and property. For more
information on what to do before and after a storm, please visit
www.pinecrest-fl.gov/hurricane or call 3-1-1 for updates on county services.
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A Message TO THE VILLAGE

Cindy Lerner
Mayor

Mayor’s Message

clerner@pinecrest-fl.gov

A

s we head into the summer months, I would like to highlight family-friendly programs and
activities that are available in the Village. We have a wonderful focal point at the epicenter
of our community that is comprised of the Pinecrest Community Center, the Pinecrest
Branch Library and Pinecrest Gardens.

Bob Ross
Vice Mayor

These community venues serve as our “town square” and are the place to go for all ages and all
types activities during the summer. Children and teens can take part in innovative camps and
programs. Adults and seniors have a variety of classes, lectures and continuing education classes
available to them. On most Sundays, the farmers market is held outside of the gardens under a
verdant canopy. There are also volunteer and internship opportunities available for students and
adults.

bross@pinecrest-fl.gov

Cheri Ball
Councilmember
cball@pinecrest-fl.gov

Cindy Lerner
Mayor

Doug Kraft
Councilmember
dkraft@pinecrest-fl.gov

Manager’s Message

James E. McDonald
Councilmember

E

jmcdonald@pinecrest-fl.gov

ach year, I host a Coffee with the Manager event to provide residents with an opportunity to
discuss any concerns or comments they may have on any Village issues. Residents are free to
share ideas on upcoming capital projects, the Village’s budget or voice any other comments
or suggestions about our community. The next Coffee with the Manager will be held Thursday,
May 14th from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the Council Chamber at the Pinecrest Municipal Center, 12645
Pinecrest Parkway, Third Floor. If you cannot attend, you can submit questions on Twitter using
#vopmanager and, of course, you can always contact me via email at ygaliano@pinecrest-fl.gov
or by calling 305-234-2121.

Yocelyn Galiano Gomez, ICMA-CM

Village Manager
ygaliano@pinecrest-fl.gov

Also, we recently launched the MyPinecrest app to help residents keep in touch with Village
government. MyPinecrest allows for service requests (potholes, noise complaints, dangerous
conditions, tree topping) to be submitted and be instantly routed to the correct Village staff in
the appropriate department. The user will receive a case number and progress alerts – received,
processing and completed. Users can also track the Pinecrest People Mover in real-time. Other
app capabilities include watching Village Council meetings and viewing inspection updates.
MyPinecrest can be downloaded via the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play (Android).

Guido H. Inguanzo, Jr., CMC

Village Clerk
inguanzo@pinecrest-fl.gov

Mitchell Bierman
Village Attorney
attorney@pinecrest-fl.gov

Yocelyn Galiano Gomez, ICMA-CM
Village Manager

The Pinecrest Sun is an official publication
of the Village of Pinecrest.
All Rights Reserved.

Pinecrest Municipal Center
12645 Pinecrest Parkway
Pinecrest, FL 33156
305-234-2121
www.pinecrest-fl.gov

Editors
Guido H. Inguanzo, Jr., CMC
Village Clerk
Michelle Hammontree Garcia
Communications Manager
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the pinecrest

Center

Community

T

he Pinecrest Community
Center plays host to multiple
programs, classes and
activities offered by the Village.
It is now easier to purchase a
membership and register
for classes through the
Community Center’s online
registration website at
www.pinecrestcommunitycenter.com.

There is something to do for every member of the family from
Spinning and dance to photography and art classes at Pinecrest’s
top-notch facilities and parks. Kids can spend fun-filled days in
FunCamps’ award-winning camp programs or popular karate,
basketball and soccer camps during the spring, summer and
winter breaks. The Community Center also provides programs for
infants and toddlers including Mommy and Me classes and preschool art sessions.
The Community Center is a focal point for the community to meet
and participate in personal enrichment programs that include
health and fitness. The state-of-the-art wellness center provides
members with an opportunity to get in shape with weight training
programs, functional core training, cardiovascular exercises,
Zumba, body sculpting, and many other fitness programs.

New classes are offered on a regular basis. Interested
in learning a new dance step? The center offers
dance lessons for all ages. From beginner’s
salsa to classic ballet and line dancing, there
is something for everyone. Music plays a major
role in the programming at the Community
Center with classes for children and adults
offered year-round.
The Community Center is always adding new
enrichment programs for senior citizens. Seniors can
partake in health and wellness screenings, participate
in an AARP defensive driving program and even play Bridge.

and
parks

Coral Pine Park
6955 Southwest 104th Street | Pinecrest, Florida | 305-668-7258
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. (Daily)
Coral Pine Park is an active nine acre park with a recreation
center, six lighted tennis courts, a natural area, an all-purpose field,
and a tot lot. Coral Pine Park is one of three former Miami-Dade
County parks transferred to the Village in 1998. A new $52,000
lighting system was installed for the tennis courts in 2001 and the
recreation center underwent a $165,000 renovation in 2002.

Evelyn Greer Park
8200 Southwest 124th Street | Pinecrest, Florida | 305-234-2110

Opportunities to enhance or learn new skills are endless with
classes that include: Kenpo Karate, fencing, sports performance,
gymnastics, yoga, guitar, family fitness Hip 2B Fit, CPR and first aid,
Mandarin Chinese, and a free lecture series that offers topics in
history, genealogy and health.

Take advantage of the incentive
programs that include a free one-week trial
membership to the gym, a free gym class, 25 percent
off if one refers a friend, and a discount on recreational
classes. Children, adults and seniors can choose from
programs and classes that workout the mind and body.

Hours of Operation:
Pedestrian entrances open at 8:00 a.m. 7 days a week
10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. (Mondays - Thursdays)
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Fridays)
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Saturdays - Sundays)
Evelyn Greer Park is an active ten acre park with multipurpose
athletic fields (softball and soccer), batting cages, a tot lot, and
a recreation center and community gazebo. The park also has a
Wi-Fi Spot in the gazebo. The Village Council initiated discussions
regarding the acquisition of the property for the development
of the park in 1998. The Village Council dedicated the facility as
“Pinecrest Park” on January 27, 2001. The park was re-designated
as “Evelyn Greer Park” by the Village Council on November 9,
2004 in recognition of the contributions and accomplishments of
the Village’s first mayor. In 2005, the park was highlighted as one
of the best playgrounds in South Florida by Parenting Magazine.

Flagler Grove Park
7551 Southwest 104th Street | Pinecrest, Florida
Hours of Operation:
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. (Mondays - Thursdays)
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Fridays)
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Saturdays - Sundays)
Flagler Grove Park is a three acre facility which includes lighted
youth soccer fields, a boundless playground, parking, and
restrooms. The park was dedicated in 2008.

Red Road Linear Park
East-side of Red Road between Kendall Drive and Killian Drive
Pinecrest, Florida
Red
path
park
walls
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Road Linear Park is a 2.5 mile lighted walking/bicycle
along the Snapper Creek Canal on Red Road. The
includes three rest areas accented with coral rock
and enhanced landscaping along historic Red Road.

Pinecrest SUN Newsletter

Suniland Park
12855 Pinecrest Parkway | Pinecrest, Florida | 305-234-2120
Hours of Operation:
10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. (Mondays - Thursdays)
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Fridays)
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Saturdays - Sundays)
Suniland Park is an active ten acre park with multipurpose athletic
fields (baseball and football), batting cages, a recreation center,
basketball courts, a Wi-Fi Spot in the gazebo, and a tot lot. In 1916,
Miami-Dade County purchased a five acre parcel called Rock
Pit #21 and, in 1938, added 3.5 acres and dedicated the land
for park use. On September 8, 1962, the county officially agreed
to develop the property with athletic facilities including baseball
and football fields and basketball courts and the modern-day
Suniland Park was established. In 1999, the facility was deeded by
the county to the Village of Pinecrest. The park was completely
redeveloped during 2002-2003. The $1.6 million improvements to
the park included a new building and gazebo, enhancements
to the basketball courts and fields, a new jogging/walking path,
and lighting upgrades. In 2010, the ViIllage Council designated
Field #2 as “Andre Dawson Field” in recognition of the long-time
Pinecrest resident’s induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame. In
2011, Field #1 was designated as “Howard Palmetto Hall of Fame
Field” in recognition of the organization’s 50th anniversary.

Veterans Wayside Park
11111 Pinecrest Parkway | Pinecrest, Florida
Hours of Operation:
Sunrise - Sunset (Daily)
Veterans Wayside Park is a passive 4.5-acre park with a freshwater
lake, picnic tables and open recreation areas. The park name
honors the service of the men and women of the Armed Forces
of the United States. The roadway (79th Avenue) adjacent to
the park was co-designated by the Village Council as Veterans
Parkway on Veterans Day in 2007.
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Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle!

farewell to an Iconic Palm

T

he venerable Talipot Palm, planted in 1965 at Pinecrest
Gardens, started its once-in-its-lifetime flowering cycle
this year. In the plant world, this is an extraordinary
event. This is a rare opportunity for visitors to see this event
up close. Only eight Talipot palms have flowered in Florida
in the last half century.

R

ecycling is the easiest way to decrease
waste while reusing the old product to
make something new. Used aluminum
can make new cans and used glass can be
turned into new bottles, while used tires can
become vehicle floor mats and plastic soda
bottles new park benches.

The flower stem can be over 20 feet tall,
bear half a million flowers, and set possibly
several thousand pounds of seeds. The
palm relies upon its seeds to carry forth the
next generation. Talipot Palms in the United
States can only grow in South Florida, due
to their tropical nature. The palm can reach
50 feet tall, with massive, broad fan leaves
up to 20 feet across.

What’s recyclable in the cart:
• Paper products (newspaper, office paper, junk mail, phone
books, catalogs, magazines, shoe boxes, paperboard boxes
that have held cereal, cookies, crackers, pasta, etc.)
•	Cardboard
•	Narrow-Neck Plastic Containers
(flatten container and replace cap)
•	Aseptic Containers (juice boxes, coated paperboard milk and
juice cartons)
• Glass bottles and jars that are clear, brown or green
•	Metals (aluminum and steel food and beverage containers)
What’s not recyclable in the cart:
• Plastic bags
• Polystyrene products
• Home chemicals
•	Electronics
• Garbage, debris, dirt or yard trash
•	Other glass products: window or auto glass, light bulbs,
fluorescent bulbs, mirrors, cookware, ceramics
Other household items and electronic equipment can be recycled
at various locations in Miami-Dade (note: these facilities are only
for residential waste; only Miami-Dade County waste collection
customers can use Trash and Recycling Centers, while all residents
can take items to Home Chemical Collection Centers.)

Electronics recycling – Computers, televisions, audio and video
equipment, cellular phones and more can be taken to Trash and
Recycling Centers (only Miami-Dade County waste customers
can use these facilities) or Home Chemical Collection Centers (all
residents can use them).
Household appliances – Refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, water
heaters, washers and dryers can be dropped off at Trash and
Recycling Centers (only Miami-Dade County waste customers
can use these facilities).
Home chemical collection – compact fluorescent light bulbs
(CFL’s), non-rechargeable alkaline household batteries and
certain rechargeable batteries, oil-based paints, pesticides,
solvents can be taken to a Home Chemical Collection Center (all
residents can use them).
Sharps disposal – medical waste such as syringes, needles can be
disposed at Miami-Dade County Health Department-approved
locations.
For more information, please call 3-1-1 or go to
www.miamidade.gov

Our Talipot palm is located in the northeast
corner of Pinecrest Gardens, just north of
the area called Turtle Island. The palm is

already using up its stored food reserves to
produce the flower stem. The flowering and
seed production cycle will take about a
year to complete, ending with a slow rain
of golf ball- sized fruits.
Knowing that the Pinecrest Gardens Talipot
Palm was in the age range (40 to 70 years
old) to flower, the Gardens Horticulturist
worked with the Community Garden
Charitable Fund to purchase two young
Talipot Palms in 2007. One of those new
palms can be seen growing robustly on the

T

he Village of
Pinecrest was
named a Tree City
USA by the Arbor Day
Foundation in honor
of its commitment to
effective urban forest
management. This is the
seventh consecutive year that Pinecrest
receives this distinction.
Village Manager Yocelyn Galiano Gomez takes pride in the Village’s
designation as a Tree City USA. “Village staff works diligently to
enforce proper tree care and to educate residents about the
importance of trees in our community. I am committed to continuing
to enhance the Village’s verdant canopy and look forward to next
year’s Tree City USA designation,” said Galiano Gomez.

northwest corner of Swan Lake. The new
palms were planted to ensure that Talipot
Palms would forever be in the legacy of this
site for another generation to enjoy.

Tree City USA
$2 per capita and an Arbor Day observance or proclamation.
Arbor Day is celebrated on the third Friday in January in
Florida. The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the Arbor
Day Foundation, in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and the
National Association of State Foresters.
“As a result of your commitment to effective urban forest
management, you already know that trees are vital to the public
infrastructure of cities and towns throughout the country providing
numerous environmental, social and economic benefits,” said
Matt Harris, Chief Executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “In fact,
trees are the one piece of community infrastructure that actually
increases in value over time.”
Cleaner air, improved storm water management, energy savings
and increased property values and commercial activity are

5
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Pinecrest achieved Tree City USA recognition by meeting the

among the benefits enjoyed by Tree City USA communities.

program’s four requirements: a tree board or department, a tree-

For

care ordinance, an annual community forestry budget of at least

www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.
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more

information

about

Tree

City

USA,

please
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visit

Pinecrest
Police Department
Public Safety Day
The Pinecrest Police Department will host the 2015
Public Safety Expo at Evelyn Greer Park, 8200 SW
124th Street, on Saturday, May 9th from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. The expo will feature crime prevention vehicles, child
fingerprinting, safety demonstrations, educational displays, and
children’s activities.
The Public Safety Expo is a fun opportunity for the community to
interact with federal, state and local law enforcement agencies
that include the Pinecrest Police Department, the Miami-Dade
Fire Rescue Department, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Department,
and the Homeland Security Department.
The public will have an opportunity to tour police command
equipment that includes a Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department
fire truck, the Federal Bureau of Investigation tactical vehicle
and the Florida Wildlife and Fish airboat. There will be safety
demonstrations that include K-9 and SWAT units by local
municipalities.
Children’s entertainment will include bounce houses, a dunk-acop tank (proceeds for POAT) and photo-ops with police officers
and firefighters. Don’t forget to bring your camera! Ms. Cheezious
and Sugar Yummy Mama Food Trucks will also be in attendance.

7

Pinecrest
Police department
12645 Pinecrest Parkway
Samuel Ceballos, Jr., Chief of Police
police@pinecrest-fl.gov
www.pinecrest-fl.gov/police
RESOURCES TO KEEP YOU INFORMED
CRIMEMAPPING.COM
The Police Department posts its crime
statistics to crimemapping.com. Here you can search by
location and crime type to get a map of crime incidents in your
neighborhood. You can also sign up for free e-mail alerts to stay
informed. A free iPhone app is available on the App Store.
NIXLE.COM
Nixle is a service that allows public safety agencies to
send out important alerts via text messages or email. If you are
interested in receiving these texts or email alerts, you can sign
up at Nixle.com. These alerts can range from instant information
regarding a public safety concern in the Village to occasional
crime prevention tips distributed by our Crime Prevention Unit.
Like Us on Facebook www.facebook.com/pinecrestpolice

2014 LEO Award
Recipients

P

inecrest Police Sergeants
Michael Gorsline and
Ivan Osores received the
prestigious Law Enforcement
Officer (LEO) Foundation
Award at the foundation’s 15th
Annual Gala on March 7th.

Follow us on Twitter @PinecrestPolice
This is the first time two finalists from
Pinecrest both were recipients of the LEO
Award in separate categories.
Sergeant Gorsline’s LEO Award was in the
category of Crime Prevention/Community
Policing. When Sergeant Gorsline took
over the Crime Prevention Unit, Pinecrest
had six active Neighborhood Crime
Watch groups. Since that time, Sergeant
Gorsline has helped to establish 13 new
Neighborhood Crime Watch groups. Each
new Neighborhood Crime Watch group
was started with a block party hosted by
the Village, which was coordinated and
attended by Sergeant Gorsline. What
is most impressive about the incredible
work that Sergeant Michael Gorsline has
completed in such a short time is that he
May 2015
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performs this crime prevention function
in addition to his patrol shift supervisor
duties, which includes a full complement of
assigned patrol officers. Sergeant Gorsline’s
accomplishments in 2014, although
numerous, fail to adequately represent
the tremendous success he is having in
establishing mutually beneficial relationships
with Pinecrest residents. He has successfully
rallied a supportive community to become
more involved in crime prevention, at
levels never before seen since the Village’s
incorporation in 1996.
Sergeant Osores’ LEO Award was in the
category of Uniform Services Division.
He was assigned to a special event at
Pinecrest Gardens on April 12, 2014. He
responded to a medical emergency in
the women’s restroom after hearing a
transmission on the Pinecrest Gardens park
employee’s radio. Upon arrival, Sergeant
Osores observed a woman lying on the
floor in the last stall. Her niece told him
her aunt fell while using the restroom,
and that she suffers from renal failure and
heart problems. Sergeant Osores could
not locate a pulse and it didn’t appear
the woman was breathing. Her lips were
slightly cyanotic and she was clammy to
the touch. Sergeant Osores repositioned
her, and then had a park attendant retrieve
an AED. Sergeant Osores initiated chest
compressions and the woman started to

breathe again. Once the AED arrived,
Sergeant Osores connected it and allowed
the AED to analyze her. Miami-Dade
Fire Rescue arrived and provided further
medical attention to the woman before
she was transported to Baptist Hospital. The
Director of Pinecrest Gardens made the
following statement when recounting the
events of that day in an e-mail message to
the Village Manager, “We all know our staff
is trained and capable, but when you see
someone save a life so effortlessly, and in
complete control from start to finish, it is a
sight that overwhelms you.”
The LEO Foundation was established in 1998
as a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Its mission is to honor the dedicated and
courageous men and women of the law
enforcement community of Miami-Dade
County, as well as to provide funding for
the Police Officers Assistance Trust (POAT)
and other charitable organizations. The LEO
Foundation works in conjunction with the
Miami-Dade County Association of Chiefs
of Police whose members include federal,
state and local law enforcement and
prosecuting officials.
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Capital Improvement Rundown
1

2

3

4

Red Light Camera
US 1 AND KENDALL DRIVE
	BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT

COMMUNITY CENTER
	MASTER PLAN

On April 1, 2015, the Village contracted
O’Leary Richards Design Associates to
design a landscaping beautification plan
for the median and rights-of-way on Kendall
Drive from east of US 1 to SW 65 Court. The
scheduled date of completion of the design
and construction documents is December
31, 2015. Construction is expected to begin
soon after, once a contractor is selected.
Funding for the construction phase of the
project will be included in the fiscal 20152016 budget.

A master plan for the Pinecrest Community
Center was completed in 2014. Based on
resident input, a consultant developed
three phases for the expansion of the center.
Phase 1 includes the expansion of the
fitness center. Phase 2 includes reworking
the interior space to provide for additional
classrooms, concession space and an
indoor play area for children. The estimated
cost of phases 1 and 2 is $3.7 million and
was approved in the current year’s budget.
The consultant selection for the project is
underway.

1

2

BUSWAY SHELTER RELOCATION

The project encompasses the relocation of
the 117 Street shelter to 120 Street where a
new traffic signal on Pinecrest Parkway will
improve safety for pedestrians especially
students attending Miami Palmetto Senior
High School. The cost of the project was
primarily covered by Village proceeds from
the county’s half-penny transportation tax
designated for mass transit. The project is
substantially complete.
3

STREET REPAVING PROGRAM

The Village engaged the services of an
engineering firm to conduct an assessment
of all roadway conditions in order to establish
a four year roadway repaving program.
Repaving of streets, based on the conditions
established by the assessment, has started.
Funding for this project is derived from
county gas tax revenues and the county
People’s Transportation Tax grant.

9

5

CORAL PINE PARK

A master plan for Coral Pine Park was
completed earlier this year. Based on resident
input, a consultant developed three options
for the Village Council’s consideration. The
Village Council has selected a plan that
includes, but is not limited to, a new tennis
center and concession area, a new tot-lot,
and a landscape buffer along the west side
of the park. The approximate cost of for
these initial improvements is $900,000.

6
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4

I

nstallation has begun of four red-light
safety camera systems designed to reduce
dangerous driving behaviors at intersections
along northbound lanes of US 1 with a history
of crashes and red-light running violations.
Crews have begun installing safety camera systems designed
to detect and deter red-light running at the following parkway
intersections:

6

•
•
•
•

BIKE LANES AND ROUTES

The Village is studying the installation of
bike lanes on 104 Street, 120 Street, 124
Street, 128 Street, and 77 Avenue. A survey
of these roadways is completed and the
design is underway. Bike routes will also
be established along SW 96 Street, SW
112 Street, SW 60 Avenue, SW 62 Avenue,
SW 72 Avenue, SW 74 Avenue and SW
82 Avenue. Bike lanes require additional
asphalt adjacent to travelling vehicles. In
comparison, bike routes will share existing
vehicle travel lanes that will be identified
by “sharrow” markings. The total project
cost of $1.3 million is funded by a state
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
grant. Funding will be available in 2017-2018.

128th Street
124th Street
112th Street
104th Street

A traffic study conducted in February 2014 found five intersections
along US 1 averaged 25 violations during a 12-hour period, with one
intersection experiencing 50 violations. The Pinecrest Village Council
approved the use of photo enforcement in February 2014. Once
installed, the Village will enact a 30-day warning period so drivers
have time to adjust to the presence of the systems and modify their
behavior. The warning period is expected to start in May.
Citations will not be issued during the warning period. Once the
program is officially live, the fine for running a red light at a photoenforced intersection will be $158. Points will not be added to the
driver’s record. If a red-light running violation is issued from an officer,
the fine in Miami-Dade County is $277 and four points will be added
to the driver’s record.
The red-light cameras will monitor northbound traffic. They will only
capture data of a vehicle, including video and hi-resolution images,
if it enters the intersection after the signal turns red. A local police
officer will review evidence of potential violations and have sole
discretion to determine if a citation is warranted. Drivers found in
violation will receive a ticket in the mail. They can review images and
video of their violations before paying or contesting the citation.

May 2015
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Pinecrest community center
5855 Killian Drive, Pinecrest, Florida 33156
305-284-0900 parks@pinecrest-fl.gov
www.pinecrestcommunitycenter.com
Like us on Facebook

Parks and
Recreation

T

ens of thousands of giant
African land snails have been
captured since the massive
mollusk was discovered in
Miami-Dade County and Florida
agricultural officials credit public
vigilance for the bulk of the
captures.

The majority of the new core areas (14 have
been established as of February 20, 2012) are the
result of calls made by the public to the Florida
Department of Agriculture Division of Plant
Industry (DPI) Helpline. Core areas consist of properties within one
mile of a positive giant African land snail find.
Inspectors are responding to reports from the public, collecting
the snails when they are found and applying bait in areas where
snails have been detected.
More than 37,000 snails have been collected since September
2011. The gravity of the current situation is made clear by
comparing that number with the 17,000 collected over nine years
during a previous eradication program that began in 1966, when
a boy smuggled three of the snails into Miami as pets and his
grandmother released them into her garden. That program cost
$1 million in 1960s dollars and is the only known successful giant
African land snail eradication program to date.
11

giant

African Snails

the

Pinecrest

The giant African land snail (Achatina fulica) is one
of the most damaging snails in the world because
it consumes at least 500 different types of plants, can
cause structural damage to plaster and stucco, and, in
rare cases, can carry a parasitic nematode that can lead to
meningitis in humans – no cases have been identified in the US. It
is one of the largest land snails in the world, growing up to eight
inches in length and more than four inches in diameter. The snails
can live as long as nine years and adults lay about 1,200 eggs in
a typical year.
Originally from East Africa, the snail has established itself throughout
the Indo-Pacific Basin, including the Hawaiian Islands. It has also
been introduced into the Caribbean islands of Martinique and
Guadeloupe with recent detections in Saint Lucia and Barbados.
If you have seen one of these snails, please contact the Division
of Plant Industry (DPI) helpline 1-888-397-1517.

May 2015

wellness Center

T

he Wellness Center is located within the Pinecrest
Community Center. The Wellness Center is fully
equipped to provide a complete family fitness
experience. Managed and staffed by Fitness Solutions Inc.,
the Pinecrest Wellness Center is your community gym.
A fully equipped gym that offers:
• A multiple number of memberships
• Personal Training
• Spinning® Classes & Fitness Classes
You can contact us:
• @pinecrest-fl.gov
• On Facebook under Pinecrest Wellness Center
• Email us at pinecrestfitness@gmail.com

Pinecrest SUN Newsletter

T

he Parks and Recreation
Department manages all public
parks in Pinecrest including
Coral Pine Park, Flagler Grove Park,
Evelyn Greer Park, Suniland Park and
Veterans Wayside Park.

12

Youth
and Teens

Parks and Recreation Youth and Teen Programs
Fencing – Ages 8 to 14 years
Day/Time: 	Monday and/or Wednesday 7:00 to 9:00p.m.
Session 1:
June 1 through July 8
Session 2:
July 13 through August 19
Session 3: 	August 24 through September 30
Fee for two times per week: $90, Non-member $100
Fee for one time per week: $75, Non-member $80
Gymagination 2 – Ages 2 to 3 years
Day/Time: 	Monday, 4:00 to 4:30p.m.
Day/Time:
Saturday, 10:45 to 11:15 a.m.
Session 1:
June 8 through July 11
Session 2:
July 13 through August 8
Fee: 	Member $60, Non-member $65

Gymagination 4 – Ages 4 to 6 years
Day/Time: 	Monday, 4:45 to 5:30p.m.
Day/Time:
Saturday, 11:30 to 12:15 p.m.
Session 1:
June 8 through July 11
Session 2:
July 13 through August 8
Fee: 	Member $75, Non-member $80

Parks and Recreation Youth and Teen Dance
Kinder Ballet – Ages 3 to 4 years
Day/Time: 	Tuesday and/or Thursday, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Day/Time:
Saturday, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Session 1:
June 9 through July 25
Fee for three times per week: $140,
	Non-member $150
Fee for two times per week: $120, Non-member $130
Fee for one time per week: $90, Non-member $95

Parks and Recreation
Pure Dance Camp – Ages 5 to 8 and 9 to 15
Day: 	Monday through Friday
Times:
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Session:
June 8 through August 7
Fee:	Members $240,
	Non-members $250 weekly

summer
Break
Camps

Fun Camps – Ages 5 to 12 years
Magicamp: Bring magic to your child this summer.
Learn the secrets of magic, juggling and clowning.
Jurassicamp: A fun and educational adventure into
the world of fossils and dinosaurs.
Amazing Science Camp: Discover the wonders of
science through exciting experiments and projects.
Day: 	Monday through Friday
Session:
June 8 through August 14

Gymagination Begin Gym – Ages 6 to 9 years
Day/Time: 	Monday, 5:45 to 6:45p.m.
Day/Time:
Saturday, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Session 1:
June 8 through July 11
Session 2:
July 13 through August 8
Fee: 	Member $90, Non-member $95

Teen Salsa – Ages 13 to 17 years
Day/Time: 	Tuesday, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Session 1:
June 9 through July 14
Fee: 	Member $52, Non-member $55

Sammy’s Full Court Prep Basketball Camp –
Ages 6 to 16 years
Day: 	Monday through Friday
Time:
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Session: June 8 through August 7
Fee:
$100 half day weekly / $150 full day
		
lunch included weekly

Music Together / Canta y Baila Conmigo – Ages birth to 4 years
Day/Time:	Monday: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
	Tuesday: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
	Thursday: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
Friday: 9:30a.m., 10:30a.m.
Session:
June 15 through July 31
Fee:
First Child $175 Siblings $155 Babies under 8 months
are free with a paid, registered sibling

Black Panther Karate / Tiny Tigers – Ages 3 to 5 years
Day/Time: 	Monday, 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. and
	Wednesday, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Fee:
$78.65 per month
Kenpo, Boxing & Kickboxing – Ages 6 to 12 years
Day/Time: 	Monday 3:30 to 4:15 p.m.,
	Wednesday 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
and Friday 6:15 to 7:00 p.m.
Fee:
$102.85 per month
Kenpo, Boxing & Kickboxing - Ages 13 and older
Day/Time: 	Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 7:05 to 8:00 p.m.
Fee:
$102.85 per month
Guitar- All ages
Day/Time: 	Monday, Beginners 4:30 to 5:30p.m.,
Intermediate 5:30 to 6:30p.m.
Session 1:
June 8 through June 29
Session 2:
July 6 through July 27
Session 3: 	August 3 through August 24
Fee: 	Member $50 Non-member $60
Alva Royston’s Sports Performance Training
Day/Time:	Level 1 & 2 (Ages 9-13)
	Tuesday and Thursday 6:00 to 7:00p.m.
	Level 3 (Ages 14+)
	Monday to Thursday 7:00 to 8:30p.m.
Session 1:
June 8 through June 25
Session 2:
June 29 through July 16
Session 3:
July 20 through August 6
Fee: 	Level 1 and 2 Member $125, Non-member $135
	Level 3 Member $155, Non-member $165
Mandarin Chinese – Ages 5 to 13 years
Day/Time:
Sunday, 10:00 to 11:00a.m.
Session 1:	May 10 through May 31
Session 2:
June 7 through June 28
Session 3:
July 5 through July 26
Session 4:	August 2 through August 23
Fee: 	Member $90, Non-members $95

Black Panther Karate
Day: 	Monday through Friday
Time:
9:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Session: June 8 through August 21
Fee:
$160 weekly

*Please visit www.funcamps.com for pricing and detailed
information.
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Pinecrest
community
center
5855 Killian Drive
Pinecrest, Florida 33156
305-284-0900
parks@pinecrest-fl.gov
Like us on Facebook

Continuing
Education

Hip 2B Fit “Family Fitness Fun”
Day/Time:
Sunday, from 9:00 to 10:00a.m.
Session: 	April 5 through May 31
Fee:
$120 per child and $60 per adult
Line Dancing
Day: 	Tuesdays
Time: 	Basic 6:00 to 7:00p.m.
Intermediate 7:00 to 8:00p.m.
	Advanced 8:00 to 9:00p.m.
Session 1:	April 28 through June 16
Session 2:
June 23 through August 11
Session 3:	August 25 through October 13
Fee: 	Member $31, Non-member $40
	Two level simultaneous class discount rate
	Member $62, Non-member $70, One class $10

Stretch, Walk and Keep Young
Day/Time:	Tuesday and Thursday from
9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Fee:
Free

15

Please arrive 10 mins before classes start
1 Hour Classes (Prices for all the above programs)
MEMBER $12 per class $100 per 10-class punch pass*
$150 monthly unlimited class pass
NON MEMBER $14 per class $120 per 10-class punch pass* /
$180 monthly unlimited class pass

FREE Blood Pressure Screening
Day/Time: 	Tuesday, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Adult Dance and Fitness Classes

Fitness Plus
Day/Time: 	Circuit Training, Monday
and Wednesday
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Day/Time:
Flexibility Training, Tuesday
and Thursday from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Session: 	Ongoing
Fee: 	Member fee $75 for 3-month
pass, Non-member fee $125
for 3-month pass

wellness Center

You can contact us:
• @pinecrest-fl.gov
• On Facebook under Pinecrest Wellness Center
• Email us at pinecrestfitness@gmail.com
305-284-0900

Parks and Recreation

Adult Salsa Beginners & Intermediate
Day/Time:	Thursday, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Session 1:
June 11 through July 16
Fee: 	Member $52,
	Non-member $55

the Pinecrest

Monday

Cyber Seniors: helping adults to learn to
use their own electronics
Day/Time:
Friday, from 9:00 to 12:00 noon.
Session 1:
June 3
Fee:
Free

Wednesday

Thursday	Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Spinning

Guitar
Day/Time:	Monday, from 6:30 to 7:30p.m.
Session 1:
June 8 through June 29
Session 2:
July 6 through July 27
Session 3: 	August 3 through August 24
Fee: 	Member $50, Non-member $60

8:00 to 9:00 a.m.
Michelle

8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Meredith

9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Joe

8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Meredith

9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Joe

9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Tania

10:00 to 11:00 a.m
Michelle

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Tania
Michelle

5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Evelyn

6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Peter

5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Evelyn

6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Peter

9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Michelle

9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Joe
Evelyn

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Peter

fitness classes

Photography 101
Day/Time: 	Tuesday or Wednesday, from 7:00 to 8:30p.m.
Session 1: 	May 5 through June 30
Session 2:
July 7 through August 25
Fee: 	Member $275, Non-member $295
Photoshop- Learning with Composites
Day/Time: 	Tuesday or Wednesday, from 6:00 to 7:00p.m.
Session 1: 	May 5 through June 30
Session 2:
July 7 through August 25
Fee: 	Member $215, Non-member $235

Attention retirees and
students! Pinecrest is hiring
a part-time public service
aide to work in a beautiful
park setting to perform
maintenance and custodial
duties and serve the public
in a friendly and courteous
manner. Internship and
volunteer opportunities are
also available for students
and adults in Pinecrest
Gardens, the Parks and
Recreation Department
and Village Hall. For more
information go to www.
pinecrest-fl.gov or call
305-234-2121.

Tuesday

Mandarin Chinese
Day/Time: Sunday, from 11:00a.m.
		
to 12:00 noon
Session 1:	May 10 through May 31
Session 2:
June 7 through June 28
Session 3:
July 5 through July 26
Session 4:	August 2 through August 23
Fee: 	Member $90, Non-members $95
CPR
Day/Time: 	Thursday, from 6:30 to 8:30p.m.
Session 1: 	May 14
Session 2:
June 18
Session 3:
July 16
Session 4: 	August 13
Fee:	Member $45, Non-member $50

May 2015

	Azucar
The Workout	Azucar
The Workout
					
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Sonia

Dance Body
and Stretch
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.

Butts & Guts
Bring Ankle weights
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Sonia

Rick

Rick

Sonia

Rick

Stretch and Walk
9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Nora

Zumba
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Martha

Stretch and Walk
9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Nora

Strength & Stretch 		
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 		
Hyla

Zumba*	Fitness Plus
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Martha
Hyla

Strength & Stretch
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Hyla

*Fitness Plus
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Hyla

Body Sculpt		
10:30 to 11:30a.m.		
Jojo

Strength & Stretch
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Hyla

BodyTec By Jojo
Café Con Leche
*Fitness Plus
Café Con Leche			
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.			
Jojo
Jojo
Hyla
Jojo 			
*Fitness Plus
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Hyla

Gentle Yoga
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Nora

Body Sculpt
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Jojo

Gentle Yoga
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.		
Nora

Pinecrest
Community Center
hours

Rock ’n Thru
Gentle
Stretch, Breath
the Decades	Yoga
& Meditation 			
5:30a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
11:30 to 12:30 p.m. 11:35 to 12:35 p.m. 11:30 to 12:30 p.m.			 Mon - Fri
Jojo
Nora
Jojo
Sat
6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
				
Sun
8:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m.
			
Jiving Jazz 					
			
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 				
			Diana				
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Free Lecture

Special Programs

& Workshop Series

& Events

Free Genealogy Classes
Day: 	Tuesday
Time:
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Session: 	Ongoing
Location:
Pinecrest Community Center and beginning June 9
through July 28 in Pinecrest Branch Library
Free Game Day
Day: 	Wednesday
Time:
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Session: 	Ongoing
Location:
Pinecrest Community Center and beginning
June 10 through August 19 in Pinecrest
	Branch Library

Native American
Seminole Indian Basket
Weaving
Day: 	Thursday, May 24
& June 8
Time:
12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free

Trips
and
Tours

Pinecrest Pioneers’ Springtime Luncheon
Day:
Friday, June 5
Time:
12 noon to 2:00 p.m.
Location:	Evelyn Greer Park, 8200 SW 124 Street
Fee:
Free

Annual Pinecrest Older American’s Month Senior Fair
Day: 	Wednesday, May 13
Time:
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Community Center
Fee:
Free

Summer Safety Program by Pinecrest Police Sgt. Michael Gorsline
Day: 	Tuesday, June 30
Time:
10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free

FLOW, Florida Licensing of Wheels
Day/Time: 	Wednesday, May 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Community Center
Day/Time:
Friday, August 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Police Department
12645 Pinecrest Parkway, Third Floor
Fee:
Determined by the FLOW Program according
to services rendered.

Midsummer Night’s Dream Juried Writing Contest for 55+
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free
The theme is “Up ‘til Now”. Compositions are limited to 500
words or less. Pick up a registration form and rules at the
Pinecrest Library. Contest starts Wednesday, July 1. Submissions
due Saturday, August 1. For more information, please call the
Pinecrest Library at 305-668-4571. Winners Award Ceremony,
August 18.

Diabetes Bingo - Have Fun While Learning About Diabetes
Day: 	Tuesday
Time:
10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Community Center
Session:	May 19,
Fee:
Free
Basic Instructions on Using Tablets and iPads
Day: 	Tuesday, May 26
Time:
10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free

History Lives Again - The American 4th of July
by Robert Dawson, Actor and Historian
Day: 	Tuesday, July 7
Time:
10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free

Casino staff promises lots of
“freebees” for seniors.
A breakfast snack is included.
Entrance to the casino is free.
$25 fee covers transportation.
Day/Time:	Friday, July 24 from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Day / Time

Free Storm Awareness and Preparedness Program by 	Tuesday, May 5 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
National Weather Service Meteorologist Dan Gregoria
at the Community Center
& MDFR Emergency Management Coordinator
Oral Health for Older Adults by Dr. Mario Kenneth Garcia, DDS	Thursday, May 7 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15pm
at the Community Center
Doctor’s Cardiovascular Awareness Discussion by CarePlus	Thursday, May 21 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
at the Community Center
Helping Yourself through Life’s Tragedies by Ronnie B. Londner, MEd	Tuesday, June 9 from 10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
at the Pinecrest Branch Library
A Caregivers’ Guide by Ronnie B. Londner, MEd	Tuesday, June 16 from 10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
at the Pinecrest Branch Library
How to Relieve Muscle Tension, Pain and Stress with 	Thursday, June 16 from 10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
Postural Reeducation by Felipe Azambuja, MA	
at the Pinecrest Branch Library
OUR KIDS Quality Foster Parent Initiative 	Tuesday, July 21 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at the Pinecrest Branch Library

Movie Day – The Exotic Marigold Hotel
Day: 	Tuesday, July 14
Time:
10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free

Personality Power by Sandy Walker, MS 	Tuesday, July 28 from 10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
at the Pinecrest Branch Library
SHINE update on Medicare and Health Insurance 	Tuesday, August 11 from 10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
at the Pinecrest Branch Library

Faultless Fall Planting by The Plant Guy, Craig Morell
Day: 	Tuesday, August 4
Time:
10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
Location:
Pinecrest Branch Library
Fee:
Free
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Class	

Casino Trip to
Miccosukee Resort
and Gaming
Casino, Miami

Learn About Your Library by Pinecrest Librarian Ellen Booke	Tuesday, August 18 from 10:30 to 11:50 a.m.
at the Pinecrest Branch Library
Back to School Bingo Party by Leon Medical Centers	Tuesday, August 25 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
at the Pinecrest Community Center
May 2015
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Pinecrest gardens
11000 Red Road | Pinecrest, Florida 33156
305-669-6990 | gardens@pinecrest-fl.gov
Like us on Facebook

summer
Programs at
the gardens
camps

Pinecrest

gardens
P

inecrest Gardens is a premier venue for the arts, education and environmental
conservation and preservation. On any given day one can catch an arts performance, tour
the 14 acres of native forested wetland, tropical hardwood hammock and native cypress
slough hammock or take a class in horticulture, archeology and botany. It attracts over 150,000
visitors each year and was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in October 2011,
making it historically significant on a local, state and national platform.

Game Tech Robotics Camp - Ages 9 to 13
Children will build robots, learn about engineering, programming,
have robot competitions, field activities and much more to fill
their summer days!
Day: 	Monday through Friday
Session:
June 8 through August 14
*Please visit www.funcamps.com for pricing and information

Sunday, May 17, Camouflaging Collages: Study and recreate
a real live camouflaging lizard, the Green Anole. Use marble
rolling to create a garden collage for the lizard’s habitat.
Time:
2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Ages:
6 to 12; 5-year-olds are welcome with a parent
Pre-registration is necessary: 305-753-5341
Cost:
$15 per class

Nature Links for Life Long Learning - Ages 18 to 30
The Urban Explorers program trains under-served young
adults with intellectual disabilities to navigating the county
independently through use of Florida Department of
Transportation public transit. Participants will visit Miami’s
museums, cultural institutions, learn basic money management
skills, make friends and study local wildlife.
Day/Time: 	Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Session:
June 1 through Mid-August
Fee:
$300 per 6 week session; scholarships available
To apply, please submit an application:
www.naturelinks.net/student-application

Saturdays: July 11, July 18, July 25, August 1, Leapers and
Creatures: VSAFL and Pinecrest Gardens presents an all-inclusive
hands-on art class that incorporates science, exploration and art
in the gardens.
Time:
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Ages:
6 to 12; 5-year-olds are welcome with a parent
Pre-registration is necessary: 305-753-5341
Cost:
$16 per class or $60 for the whole session

Art
Creative Crafts for Kids: In partnership with VSAFL, Pinecrest
Gardens will host all-inclusive art classes. Kids will use mixed
media techniques to make art projects and they’ll also get to
spend time outside in nature. For program contact information,
please call the Pinecrest Gardens office at 305-669-6990.

Exhibit: the way we worked
September 5 through October 17, The
Way We Worked at Pinecrest Gardens

T

he Smithsonian Institute in
combination with the Florida
Humanities Council presents Museum
on Main Street’s (MoMS) travelling
exhibit entitled The Way We Worked at
Pinecrest Gardens. The show will travel to six
cities in Florida and each is encouraged to
tell its own story through unique interactive
programming. The Village of Pinecrest will
cover the past, present and the future of
the community’s workforce. Some initiatives
include: a trivia challenge led by Miami
historian Paul George, an art exhibition
19
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May 22 through 24, Succulent and Cactus Show: The South
Florida Cactus and Succulent Society will have their annual
show at Pinecrest Gardens during Memorial Day Weekend. Enjoy
seminars, workshops, a jury of the
most beautiful plants and plant sale.

the job. To honor the American men and
women workers who have created this
great country, this exhibit uses multimedia
to show snapshots in time that document
how work has evolved on land, in the sky, in
the sea, and by hand and machine.

presented by original highwayman artist
Robert L. Lewis, a community photo
contest, a showcase of documentary films,
weekday field trips for school groups and
much more.
Pinecrest Gardens was awarded the
Museum on Main Street (MoMs) Grant from
the Florida Humanities Council to host the
Smithsonian exhibit The Way We Worked
in September 2014. Only six cities in Florida
were awarded this prestigious grant over
the next two years, further positioning
Pinecrest Gardens as South Florida’s
premier cultural arts park.

Summer Exhibits: Each summer the Gardens Gallery hosts at
least two different art exhibits with openings to meet the artist.
Check with the Gardens administrative office at 305-669-6990 to
find out about the next art opening and summer exhibitions.

The Way We Worked explores how work
became such a central element in
American culture by tracing the many
changes that affected the workforce
and work environments over the past
150 years. The exhibition draws from the
National Archives’ rich collections to tell
this compelling story. Work is important
because we spend so much of our life on
Pinecrest SUN Newsletter

MoMS circulates Smithsonian exhibitions
focusing on broad topics of national history.
To date, these exhibits have focused on a
variety of subjects including WWII, American
farming, regional food traditions, and the
history of American music. Since 1991 these
exhibits have travelled to over 900 small

towns across
the country.
MoMs is a
partnership
of the
Smithsonian
Institution.
Travelling
Exhibition
Service (SITES)
and state
humanities
councils
nationwide. Funded by the United States
Congress, MoMS combines the prestige of
Smithsonian exhibitions and the program
expertise of state humanities councils with
the rich heritage and local resources of
small communities.
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entertainment

Pinecrest Gardens

& Recreation

horticultural

Workshops

Wednesday, May 13, Orchid Repotting: Learn the tricks of the
trade and tips from the Gardens’ Horticulturist, Craig Morell, on
repotting orchids. It’s easier than you think! Guests will repot
orchids during the class and receive an orchid to take home.
Wednesday, June 10, Landscape Orchid Care: Learn successful
tactics on how to mount orchids on trees and take home an
orchid to mount in your own garden courtesy of Pinecrest
Gardens. There will be a field tour of Pinecrest Gardens along
with a hands-on experience, please dress in comfortable shoes
and clothing for garden tour.
Wednesday, July 8, Bromeliad Culture: Join Pinecrest Gardens
Horticulturist Craig Morell for a diverse workshop on one of the
most versatile plant groups in the area. Bromeliads can fill many
niches in a landscape, and can be grown easily in shade, sun,
or indoor conditions. From miniature to giant species, bromeliads
are valuable additions to almost any landscape, either grown in
the ground or mounted on trees.
Wednesday, August 12, Organic Gardening Techniques 101:
Join Pinecrest Gardens Horticulturist Craig Morell for a handson workshop on how to garden organically. There are myriad
ways to grow organic vegetables, come and see some of the
tactics that will suit your own needs. Learn how to grow your own
vegetables organically and save money in the process!
Wednesday, September 9, Basic Flower Arranging: Learn simple
tactics used by professional floral designers to make your own
flower arrangement. All supplies will be provided.

sensory
Garden

P

Domino Games
Bring your friends and test your domino playing skills with a
beautiful garden setting as your backdrop. Please inquire at the
admissions booth. A valid driver’s license will be held during time
of reservation.

inecrest celebrated the opening
of a new sensory garden with a
demonstration by musician Aeron
Jones Thursday, February 19th in
Pinecrest Gardens.

Chess and Checkers in the Gardens
You’re in for some gigantic fun when you play our
complimentary 25” tall chess or checkers game. Played on our
grassy Meadow area these games rarely fail to fascinate players
and spectators alike. Please inquire at the admissions booth. A
valid driver’s license will be held during time of reservation.

The Sensory Garden features a pondless
water fountain, music station, wheelchair
accessible planter and sensory stimulating
plants. It is a calming, safe environment
that can be used to promote learning,
build social skills or be used by those who
are in need of a healing place. Also, a
therapeutic gardening teacher is working
to develop an all-inclusive gardening
program for future programming.
Horticultural therapy uses plants and
gardens with the intention of encouraging
individual mental, emotional, physical,
spiritual and intellectual well-being. The
act of gardening increases physical
activity and promotes social interactions
while reducing stress and alleviating
pain. Additionally, community gardening
offers an opportunity for participants
to strengthen ties with the surrounding
community.
Water is a gentle way to stimulate the
senses and treat the symptoms of sensory
processing disorders. The sound of water
trickling down the ribs of the pondless
water fountain encourages a sense of
tranquility and calmness. In addition to
sound, water also offers a therapeutic
outlet through touch. The feel provides a
smooth and slippery tactile experience.
Sound plays an important role in sensory
gardens because it can awaken parts
of the brain responsible for sensory
processing, memory and also cognitive
awareness. Studies show that music
therapy improves mental, physical and
emotional health, all of which are central
to improving people’s lives.
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Swan Lake
Swan Lake provides the perfect place to watch wildlife in a
spectacular setting. Kids can sit and watch the beautiful swan
as it swims across the water, the iguanas and turtles sunning
themselves on the grassy bank or the native birds that stop to
cool down at the water’s edge.

May 2015

Splash ‘N Play
A water playground designed for the enjoyment of children ages
2 through 12. It is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to one hour prior to
the park’s closing.
Playground
Adjacent to the picnic table area and concession, the colorful
playground offers kids a wide variety of fun and exercise.
Petting Zoo
Get a chance to interact with our farm animals. Open daily at
10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., and 4:00 p.m. Admission to the
petting zoo is free!
Botanical Gardens
The garden offers some of the most beautiful and rare plants
from around the world serving as a perfect stage for the young
botanists. Cell phone tours and guided tours are available.
Feed the Fish
The waterways throughout the garden offer children a unique
opportunity to feed fish in their native environment. Fish food is
sold at the Splash ‘N Play attendant stand.
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Village of Pinecrest
12645 Pinecrest Parkway
Pinecrest, FL 33156

Upcoming public meetings
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING

VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, May 5, at 7:00 p.m.
Pinecrest Municipal Center, Council Chamber
12645 Pinecrest Parkway

Tuesday, July 7, at 7:00 p.m.
Pinecrest Municipal Center, Council Chamber
12645 Pinecrest Parkway

COFFEE WITH THE VILLAGE MANAGER

VILLAGE COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSHOP

Thursday, May 14, at 9:00 a.m.
Pinecrest Municipal Center, Council Chamber
12645 Pinecrest Parkway

Wednesday, August 19, at 9:00 a.m.
Pinecrest Municipal Center, Council Chamber
12645 Pinecrest Parkway

VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, June 9, at 7:00 p.m.
Pinecrest Municipal Center, Council Chamber
12645 Pinecrest Parkway

